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Message from the Director  
 

Greetings colleagues. Happy Spring! We are glad for 
warmer temperatures, baseball starting, and the great 
work you continue to do across the nation. We are also 
glad that the CNCS strategic plan was finalized, and look 
forward to working with you to make it a reality. The 
cornerstone of that effort is our grantmaking, so I want to 
give you a status update on the current competition, and 
provide a brief preview of what to expect. 
 

We are now deeply engaged in review of applications received for the 2011 
AmeriCorps State and National competition. Last year was the most 
competitive process in our history. This year is shaping up to be even more 
competitive than last year thanks to the huge demand for AmeriCorps State 
and National funding in conjunction with the large number of continuation 
requests. AmeriCorps State and National received 599 applications, seeking 
almost exactly $400 million. The 2011 competition includes an unusually high 
number of continuation applications representing over $200 million in 
continuation requests. Available funds for 2010 were approximately $225 
million. As you know, FY11 appropriations are not yet final. 
 
We will continue to keep you posted as to what to expect as the spring 
unfolds. In mid-April we will begin to request clarification on applications to 
inform the decision-making process. If you receive a clarification letter, it’s 
imperative that you respond by the specified date. 
 
Please note that we will request clarification on more applications than we will 
actually award. A request for clarification does not mean that an application 
will be approved for funding. In addition, if you or your sub-applicants do not 
receive a request for clarification, please do not assume that the application 
will not be funded. 
 
The timing of our announcement of grant decisions is dependent on the 
appropriations process. We promise to keep you informed as further 
information becomes available.  
  

New Procedure for Approval of Slot Transfer and 
Conversion 
CNCS has approved some changes in the approval of slot transfer and 
conversion designed to devolve authority and responsibility to grantees and 
afford state commissions additional flexibility in managing their portfolios. The 
full policy is attached to this Update for your reference. 
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New FAQs 
You will find new FAQs here that clarify policy pertaining to 
 counting active duty in military reserves as AmeriCorps service,  
 converting filled slots, and 
 checking for successful completion of a prior term of service. 
 
We also attached these three new FAQs to this Update for your reference. 
 

Results of 2011 Planning Grant Competitions 
Now Published 
As described in the 2011 Notice of Federal Funding Opportunity, this year as 
part of our efforts to increase transparency and promote open government, 
we will post results of grant competitions on www.nationalservice.gov. The 
results of the AmeriCorps State and National and Tribes Planning grant 
competitions are now available here: 
http://www.nationalservice.gov/about/open/grants.asp. 
 
You may want to bookmark the CNCS Open Government page, which includes 
the agency Open Government Plan and other data sources. 
 

Revised 2010-2011 Grant Provisions Posted 
The Office of Grants Management has made the following minor revisions to 
the 2010-2011 Grant Provisions. These amendments to the Provisions do not 
add any additional requirements. 
 
Section IV - Replaced the term ‘member contract’ with ‘member service 
agreement.’ 
Section IV. C. 1 – Noted that notification to the Trust for changes in member 
status occurs via the My AmeriCorps Portal. 
Section IV. C. 4 – Added the section on Assigning Members to Service 
Locations 
Section IV.E – Added the section Changes in Member Terms of Service or 
Program Slots. 
Section IV.G.5 and 6 (formerly Section F) – Replaced the reference to the 
childcare provider NACCRRA with the new provider First Financial Associates. 
Section IV.H.2 – Verification of high school status is being completed 
through the My AmeriCorps Portal. 
Section VI - Attachment - The 2010 Grant Program Civil Rights and Non-
Harassment Policy replaced the 2/18/10 version. 
 

AmeriCorps 101 Orientation Widget Now 
Available 
We are pleased to announce that a new online AmeriCorps 101 orientation 
widget is now available for your use here: 
http://www.americorpsconnect.org/content/americorps101 
This self-paced orientation is designed to help new AmeriCorps members 
know and describe what being an AmeriCorps member is all about. It leads 
new members through the process of developing an “elevator speech” on their 
role. It also includes a nice animation which shows the structure of national 
service, and where AmeriCorps State and National members fit within it. 

http://www.americorps.gov/for_organizations/manage/index.asp
http://www.nationalservice.gov/
http://www.nationalservice.gov/about/open/grants.asp
http://www.nationalservice.gov/about/open/index.asp
http://egrants.cns.gov/provisions/
http://www.americorpsconnect.org/content/americorps101
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What Do You 
Think? 
 
Address your comments 
to aborgstrom@cns.gov 

          *****AmeriCorps Week News***** 
The Fifth Annual AmeriCorps Week takes place May 14-21, 2011. This is a 
momentous time for national service and we are so glad you are already 
thinking about how to make this the best AmeriCorps Week ever! We know 
you will use your creativity to mark the week. You and your programs and 
members might: 
* Plan a community roundtable with influentials in your community, 
* Conduct an open house, service project, or special event, 
* Make a presentation to a school or community group,  
* Share your AmeriCorps Story via video, photo, or blog. 
 

Watch for more information on Webchats and other tools we are developing to 
help you plan and conduct the AmeriCorps Week activities that will help you 
meet your goals regarding awareness, branding, and recognition of 
AmeriCorps members in your community. 
 

Reminder: National Grantees 
If your grant application is approved in 2011, and you operate in more than 
one state, remember that you must inform the state commission in each state 
in which you will be operating. You can find a contact information for state 
commissions here: 
http://www.nationalservice.gov/about/contact/statecommission.asp 
 

Dates to Remember 
 
April 10                  ARRA 1512 Reports due for remaining reporting grantees 
 
April 10                  Federal Financial Reports due 
 
April 30                  ARRA Progress Reports due for remaining reporting  
                               grantees 
 
May 2                     National Performance Measure Pilot progress report due  
 
May 14-21              *****AmeriCorps Week***** 
 
By the end of May  Grant announcements 
 
June 6-8                 National Conference of Volunteering and Service  
                              New Orleans 
 
July 7                      State Formula Applications due at 5:00 p.m. EST 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalservice.gov/about/contact/statecommission.asp
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